
 

 



 

 
 

Optimizing WordPress Performance 
 
Optimizing WordPress Performance 

Why site speed is important? 
Monitor your Site Performance 

Do a speed test 
Optimize Website Resource Load Time 

Image Optimization 
Choose a Caching Plugin 

Browser caching 
Server caching 

Optimize loading external content 
Minify CSS, HTML and Javascript 
Use a Content Delivery Network 
Remove unwanted plugins 
Remove unnecessary JavaScript and CSS from pages 
Choose a theme optimized for speed 
Keep your site updated 
Embed videos from a video hosting service 
Split comments 

Optimize Database 
Identify and fix slow queries 
Index frequently-called tables 
Avoid unnecessary database calls 
Cross-region read replicas 
Cleanup the Database 

Speed up your Server 
Load balancers 
Separate database server 
Caching server responses 
PHP update 

Conclusion 
 
 
You have come this far with your WordPress site. Now, it is time to address some important 
factors that you need to pay consistent attention to ensure success. The performance of your 
site is one such important factor. The page load speed on your site will have a direct effect on 
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customer experience as well as search ranking. So, it is really important to know more about the 
performance aspect of your WordPress site 

Why site speed is important? 
In today’s digital world, there is a major reduction in attention span. You can’t be sure you have 
the attention of a user, if your site takes an extra second to load. According to statistics, a one 
second delay can reduce your conversions by 7% and customer satisfaction index by 16%. 
Moreover, 79% of participants in a study said they most probably won’t do a repeat purchase 
from a store, if the user experience was bad the first time. So you can imagine the impact if you 
are running a business on your WordPress site. 
 
On top of that, a slow site would completely disrupt your SEO efforts. Google tends to penalize 
slow sites, so that they won’t appear high up in search results. If Google notices that your site’s 
response time is extremely high, chances are they reduce the number of urls they crawl from 
your site. This will have a significant impact on the chances of your site being on top in search 
results.  
 
So, it is really a major concern to ensure good performance for continued success with your 
WordPress site. 
 
There may be several factors affecting the speed of your site. These may include inadequate 
hosting plan, caching issues, size of your pages, the plugins you may have installed, your theme 
settings, any additional scripts in the code, etc. It is important to optimize your site performance 
by paying attention to certain things at the time you start out itself. 
 
Let’s look at some of the essential things you need to do to ensure the speed and performance 
of your WordPress site. 

Monitor your Site Performance 
It is important that you consistently monitor the site performance so that you can identify any 
problem areas and effectively benchmark your site speed score. Doing a speed test is an 
essential process in this regard. 

Do a speed test 
A speed test is a simple thing you can do with some free online tools. Here are the popular 
options: 
 
Google PageSpeed Insights 
This free tool by Google will give you a report on the performance of a page on your site for 
mobile and desktop devices; and provides suggestions on how that page may be improved. 
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Based on the common performance best practices, PageSpeed Insights will evaluate your page 
and assigns an Optimization Score. The score will be categorized as Good, Medium and Low; 
from which you can easily understand how much improvement is required. 
 
You will find Optimization Suggestions, if the tool thinks there are some factors that need your 
attention. And suggestions will be hidden by default if the performance score is already Good.  

 
 
Pingdom 
With the help of this tool, you can easily analyze the page load speed of your site. It will give you 
an idea on the speed of your site, as well as the factors affecting the speed of the site. You can 
actually use this data and suggestions to check and optimize specific aspects of your site. When 
your run a test on Pingdom, you will get a summary of your site’s performance details and a few 
insights and warnings about what you need to do.  
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GTmetrix 
This one too gives you a summary of your site performance, and a list of recommendations that 
you can implement to improve the speed of the site. The important parameters that you find 
here include PageSpeed, YSlow scores, Page Load Details, Recommendations, etc. You can 
sign up for additional features including automated page monitoring, alert notifications on certain 
conditions, testing from multiple locations, etc. 
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